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I write to you in respect of the review of the future of the Food Standards Agency in Scotland
and its functions, published on 4 April, as I am aware that its outcome will be of interest to
members of your Committee.

As you know, given the importance of food safety to Scotland's health, we asked Professor
Jim Scudamore to head an independent review to determine the best outcome for Scotland's
long term interests. That review was a direct result of the UK Government's decision to
move responsibility for nutrition and food labelling in England from the Food Standards
Agency to the Department of Health and the Department of Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs in 2010. These changes in England removed significant capacity in the FSA's
nutrition and labelling functions for Scotland, which directly impacts our drive to improve
public health through diet.

The Expert Panel recommended creating a new Scottish body for food safety, food
standards, nutrition, food labelling and meat inspection, utilising the experience and capacity
which exists already in Scotland.

We have accepted that majority recommendation. We did not seek any change in the FSA's
functions, but we must react to the machinery of government changes in 2010. A new body
will allow a Scottish approach to be taken to tackle poor diet and food-borne diseases and
should support our food and drink industry in growing its strong, international reputation for
safe, quality food.
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We have accepted all of the Panel's recommendations. This means that that the new body
will be at arms-length from the Scottish Government. The body will encompass nutrition and
labelling policy, and meat inspection policy and operational delivery, in addition to food
safety and standards. We will establish a new body which is independent, evidence-based,
consumer-focussed and transparent.

Creating a new Scottish Food Standards body will require primary legislation, and we plan to
consult on options before end of this year.

I am writing in similar terms to Duncan McNeil in his capacity as Convener of the Health and
Sport Committee.
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